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Newtown Business Spotlight — Burger Farm

Burger Farm & Garden Center began as a working farm more
than a century ago. In 1904, Edwin Burger bought three adjoining
farms along SR. 32 and Little Dry Run Rd for his three sons. One
son, Joseph Burger, started what became the largest Brown Swiss
dairy farm in Southwest Ohio. In addition to the dairy business, the
farm also raised hundreds of hogs and sold country fresh eggs on
the 55 acre site. The large white barn that makes up most of the retail
center today is one of the oldest in Hamilton County and has timbers
in it dating back to before 1880.

In the early 1950’s milk handling procedures were modified and
required all milk to be piped through stainless steel pipes from the
barn to the milk house where the local dairyman would come and
pick up the milk. The cost to upgrade was so expensive, Joseph quit
the dairy business and planned to move the family to Wilmington
and raise field crops. It was during this time that he sold the mineral
rights of the property to Ohio Gravel. The move to Wilmington never occurred, however, as the farmhouse and barn Joseph planned to purchase
were riddled with termites and the sale fell through. Joseph and the family stayed in Newtown, and from the 1950’ to the mid 1960’s raised
field corn, soy beans and wheat throughout the Newtown, Anderson and the Eastgate area. In the mid 1960’s, Joseph’s son, Delbert, switched
crops and started raising sugar corn and fresh vegetables. A small wooden shed was placed by the roadside when the crops were ripe, which
told people fresh produce was ready. During this time, the Burger family would hand pick and sell about a thousand dozen ears of corn per day
throughout the growing season.

In the early 1980s, however, Ohio Gravel unexpectedly exercised its mineral right to mine the sand and gravel on the property, which rights
it had acquired some 30 years prior. The days of corn and fresh produce ended and the family business transitioned once again; this time into
the garden center business it operates today. In 1987, after Ohio Gravel finished mining, the Burger family bought back the property which then
was a 65 foot deep, 35 acre hole in the ground. Since then, the Burger family has filled in the hole with solid construction and demolition debris.

The Burger Farm Fall Festival is one of the largest in southwest Ohio and annually draws in over 20,000 people over five weekends from all
over the Tri-state. Not long after the last pumpkin has been sold, the farm is made ready for the holiday season, and approximately 2,000 fresh-
cut Christmas trees are sold. The Burger Family is proud to be a part of many local holiday traditions.

The Burger family plans to develop the property in the near future for family oriented activities and expand its current fall festival by adding
more agri-tourism educational activities. The Burger family is pleased to reclaim and repurpose the land that its family heritage was built on. So
thanks to a little termite and four generations of hard work and determination, the Burger family business is still going strong today and looks
forward to the future.

Civic League Events

The Newtown Civic League puts on several events each
year and people interested in volunteering to assist the
Newtown Civic League can contact Council Member Chuck

Please provide your email address to Ms. Becky Fairley at
bfairley@newtownohio.gov in order to receive future electronic
newsletters and for important Village information and updates.

Short at cshort@newtownohio.gov. General information contact:
Becky Fairley, Assistant to the Mayor

With best regards, bfairley@newtownohio.gov

Your Mayor Mark Kobasuk Maintenance issues contact:

Chuck Morgan, Maintenance Supervisor
cmorgan@newtownohio.gov
513.271.2009

Local Income Tax Info - Regional Income Tax
Agency (R.I.T.A.) contact:

Keri Everett, Fiscal Officer
keverett@newtownohio.gov

Newtown Civic League information contact:
Chuck Short, Council Member
cshort@newtownohio.gov
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